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Disclaimer 

GS1®, under its IP Policy, seeks to avoid uncertainty regarding intellectual property claims by requiring the participants in 

the Work Group that developed this GDSN Implementation Guideline for Additional Label Information  to agree to 
grant to GS1 members a royalty-free licence or a RAND licence to Necessary Claims, as that term is defined in the GS1 IP 
Policy. Furthermore, attention is drawn to the possibility that an implementation of one or more features of this 
Specification may be the subject of a patent or other intellectual property right that does not involve a Necessary Claim. 
Any such patent or other intellectual property right is not subject to the licencing obligations of GS1. Moreover, the 
agreement to grant licences provided under the GS1 IP Policy does not include IP rights and any claims of third parties who 
were not participants in the Work Group. 

Accordingly, GS1 recommends that any organization developing an implementation designed to be in conformance with this 
Specification should determine whether there are any patents that may encompass a specific implementation that the 
organisation is developing in compliance with the Specification and whether a licence under a patent or other intellectual 
property right is needed. Such a determination of a need for licencing should be made in view of the details of the specific 
system designed by the organisation in consultation with their own patent counsel. 

THIS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED “AS IS” WITH NO WARRANTIES WHATSOEVER, INCLUDING ANY WARRANTY OF 
MERCHANTABILITY, NONINFRINGMENT, FITNESS FOR PARTICULAR PURPOSE, OR ANY WARRANTY OTHER WISE ARISING 
OUT OF THIS SPECIFICATION. GS1 disclaims all liability for any damages arising from use or misuse of this Standard, 
whether special, indirect, consequential, or compensatory damages, and including liability for infringement of any 
intellectual property rights, relating to use of information in or reliance upon this document. 
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this document and assumes no responsibility for any errors which may appear in the document, nor does it make a 
commitment to update the information contained herein. 
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1 Introduction 

GS1 standards, services and solutions can help companies to comply with requirements concerning 
communication of product data. This guide gives instructions on how to exchange additional 
information to a label specified in the Third-Party Accreditation Symbol on Product Package Code 
between trading partners. 

This document aims at providing a harmonized way of using GDSN to exchange all required 
information between trading partners. The objective here is to specify the data to be exchanged 

between data pools. Each Data pool is responsible for mapping the right message. 

2 Structure of the Guideline 

The exchange of additional label information is optional. Nevertheless, one trigger attribute is needed 
to indicate that additional label information is exchanged. Therefore, this guideline is divided into 
three parts: 

■ Chapter 3 Minimum requirements describes the trigger attribute certification identification 
which is used to link the label information to the label specified in the Third-Party Accreditation 
Symbol on Product Package Code itself and the specific ID or value assigned to the product, 
packaging, or process by the certification authority.  

■ Chapter 4 Additional requirements describes how to exchange additional information about a 
label. 

■ Chapter 5 Examples showcases examples for both minimum and additional requirements using 
the FSC and MSC label. 

It is recommended to use all attributes needed to exchange all additional information shown on the 
label.  

3 Minimum requirements 

3.1 Certification Identification (BMS ID 684) 

■ GDSN name: certificationIdentification 

■ GDSN Module: certificationInformationModule 

■ GDSN definition: A reference issued to confirm that something has passed certification. 

■ Instruction: Use this attribute to link information from the additional requirements (Chapter 4) 

to the label by repeating the code value from Third Party Accreditation Symbol on Product 
Package Code (PackagingMarkedLabelAccreditationCode).1 

■ Example: FOREST_STEWARDSHIP_COUNCIL_MIX (See example in chapter 5) 

3.2 Certification Value (BMS ID 685) 

■ GDSN name: certificationValue 

■ GDSN Module: certificationInformationModule 

■ ADB definition: The unique identification (ID) that provides a trade item's certification 

standard value, official licensing number or identification which proves that a product/process 
has passed the certification procedure. 

■ Instruction: Use this attribute to exchange the specific ID or value assigned to the product, 

packaging, or process by the certification authority. The attribute is used by buyers and 
consumers to verify the authenticity of a certificate. 

 
1 Austria, Germany and Switzerland use LocalPackagingMarkedLabelAccreditationCode in addition to 

PackagingMarkedLabelAccreditationCode 
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■ Remark: The ID is not necessarily on the product or packaging but should be stated on the 
certification agreement/contract. In case it is not allowed to exchange the ID, the data provider 
should state “n/a”. 

■ Example: FSC_C000000 (see example in chapter 5). 

3.3 Certification Agency (BMS ID 665) 

■ GDSN name: certificationAgency 

■ GDSN Module: certificationInformationModule 

■ GDSN definition: Name of the organization issuing the certification standard or other 
requirement being met. Free text field. Example: European Union. 

■ Instruction: Use this attribute to “identify” this group of certification information as additional 
label information by indicating “Additional_Label_Information”. 

■ Example: Additional_Label_Information 

4 Additional requirements 

4.1 Certification Statement on Package (BMS ID 7199) 

■ GDSN name: certificationStatementOnPackage 

■ GDSN Module: certificationInformationModule 

■ ADB definition: The statement provided from the certification agency that must be displayed 

on the packaging according to the certification agreement. 

■ Instruction: Used by sellers and buyers to conform to the terms of certification legal 
agreements that require certification statements to be stated on the product packaging. Used by 
buyers to provide this information in e-commerce and online stores. 

■ Remark: Official claim, which according to the license agreement with the certification agency, 
must be displayed on the product packaging. This attribute solely entails information that is 

found on the product packaging. 

■ Example: FSC Mix (see example in chapter 5). 

4.2 Subject of Certification Description (BMS ID 7205) 

■ GDSN name: subjectOfCertificationDescription 

■ GDSN Module: certificationInformationModule 

■ ADB definition: The description that provides more information about the type of certification, 
e.g. the type of product, model, etc. as stated on the certificate. 

■ Instruction: Used by sellers to provide buyers with additional information regarding the trade 
item's certification. For example, some labels specify the material or product component 
associated with the certification. Used by sellers to provide this information in e-commerce and 
online stores. 

■ Remark: This attribute solely entails information that is found on the product packaging. 

■ Example: Supporting responsible forestry (see example in chapter 5). 

4.3 Certification Standard (BMS ID 667) 

■ GDSN name: certificationStandard 

■ GDSN Module: certificationInformationModule 
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■ ADB definition: The name of the certification standard or the type of certification, e.g. product, 
process, company, packaging or conformity. 

■ Instruction: Used by the seller to communicate either the standard the certification is based 
upon or the type of certification that was performed. 

■ Example: Product, Packaging etc. (see example in chapter 5). 

5 Example 

 

 

Requirements Attribute Example 

Minimum Certification 
Identification 
(BMS ID 

684) 

FOREST_STEWARDSHIP_COUNCIL_MIX 

Certification 
Value (BMS 
ID 685) 

FSC_C0000002 

Certification 

Agency (BMS 
ID 665) 

Additional_Label_Information 

Additional Certification 

Statement on 
Package 

(BMS ID 
7199) 

FSC Mix 

Subject of 
Certification 
Description 
(BMS ID 

7205) 

Supporting responsible forestry 

Certification 
Standard 
(BMS ID 

667) 

Product 

 

  

 
2 “n/a” might be indicated where it is not allowed to exchange the ID. 
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Requirements Attribute Example 

Minimum Certification 
Identification 
(BMS ID 684) 

MARINE_STEWARDSHIP_COUNCIL_LABEL 

 

Certification 
Value (BMS ID 
685) 

MSC-C-XXXXX3 

Certification 
Agency (BMS 

ID 665) 

Additional_Label_Information 

Additional Certification 

Statement on 
Package (BMS 
ID 7199) 

The tuna on this product comes from a 

fishery independently certified under the 
MSC guidelines for exemplary and 
sustainable fishing. www.msc.org/de 

Subject of 
Certification 
Description 

(BMS ID 7205) 

- 

Certification 
Standard (BMS 

ID 667) 

Product 

 

 
3 “n/a” might be indicated where it is not allowed to exchange the ID. 
 


